
YOUR PATH TO THE CPA:
What students need to know

ALL CPA PATHS REQUIRE:

THE THREE LICENSURE PATHWAYS

In many states, there are now three ways to become a Certified Public Accountant (CPA). 
All lead to the same respected license. Choose the one that fits your goals, learning 
style and timeline.

A college degree 
with an accounting 
concentration.

Important! States are in varying stages of adopting the new pathway. To determine where you want  
to be licensed, visit NASBA’s website

Post-baccalaureate 
degree with 
an accounting 
concentration

One year of 
supervised 
experience

Passing the 
CPA Exam

Baccalaureate degree 
with an accounting 
concentration

Up to 30 additional 
credit hours (can be 
grad or undergrad)

One year of 
supervised 
experience.

Passing the
CPA Exam

Baccalaureate 
degree with 
an accounting 
concentration

Two years of 
supervised 
experience
 
Passing the 
CPA Exam

Passing the
Uniform CPA Exam.

Supervised 
work experience

1 32Master’s Degree 
+1 Path

Bachelor’s +30 credit 
hours +1 Path

Bachelor’s +2 Path 
(new)

Check out the student licensure 
pathway hub for more information
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HAVE QUESTIONS?


